Pre-Burn Safety & Orientation Checklist
1. Personal Safety Gear:

· Hi-Vis Safety Vests 

· Leather Gloves

· Leather boots

· All cotton or flame retardant clothing

· Hat  (hard hat optional unless using chain saw or possible danger of falling material)

· Smoke Goggles (optional)

· Smoke Mask (optional)
· Drinking Water - Each Crew should carry an ample supply of drinking water for their crew on the wheeled vehicles they are using.  Brief on danger of Dehydration
2. Burn Trailer Equipment:   All equipment removed from the Burn Trailer must be noted on the Equipment Checkout/Checkin List with crewmember’s name.
3. Burn Site Orientation:  A drive-around of the burn site with at least one member of each crew should be performed prior to the burn.  If possible an aerial map of the burn site should be provided to all crewmembers with danger points marked on maps and/or discussed as to their location and the hazard(s) they pose.  At a minimum the Fire Boss and each Crew should carry a map of the burn site.

4. Emergency Items:  Water refill point(s) and/or water refill protocol
Fence Cutters – Each Crew should carry at least one fence cutting tool (have only one set).  Try to get crewmembers or landowner to provide for now.
Bolt Cutters – Remains in trailer until needed (have only one set).  

Landowner should have keys, combinations, or locks unlocked for all gates to land adjacent to the burn site prior to burn.
5. ATV Safety:  The danger of Flipping or Tipping while crossing ditches, uneven terrain, or climbing steep banks.  All ATV’s (Fourwheelers) shall not carry more than 15 gallons of water in spray tanks regardless of tank capacity.  In very rough terrain 10 gallons should be maximum.  Spray tanks should be mounted on the front rack of ATV‘s if they can be steered safely.  More water may be carried if the burn line is smooth and level.
6. UTV Safety:  The same dangers for ATV’s should be observed for UTV’s.  Since the center of gravity for the loads on UTV’s can vary so much between the various designs, makes, and models , the driver of the UTV  shall make the decision as to its loading based on the terrain to be travelled.
7. Communication/Phones:  All crewmembers should carry a cell phone and check for service availability as soon as they reach the burn site.  If their phone will not work on the burn site they should immediately report it to the Burn Boss.  A LIST OF CREWMEMBER CELL PHONE NUMBERS SHOULD BE DISTRIBUTED TO ALL CREWMEMBERS.

8.  Communication/Radios:  Radios will be distributed on a priority basis, i.e at least one radio for each independent crew.  Crewmembers not carrying a radio shall remain within shouting and visual distance of someone carrying a radio.  THE BURN BOSS SHALL PERFORM A RADIO CHECK OF ALL CREWMEMBERS CARRYING A RADIO PRIOR TO STARTING THE BURN.
